[Infections of the central nervous system by protozoa, helminths and fungi].
A plethora of different parasites and fungi can lead to infections of the central nervous system (CNS) and cause different clinical symptoms and outcomes depending on the pathogen and the anatomic location of the infection. The diagnosis and treatment of these eukaryotic infections is challenging. The prevalence of CNS infections depends on many factors, including geographical location, living conditions, genetic background and the immune status of the individual. In Germany, infections of the CNS by fungi and parasites are rare but can lead to considerable morbidity. Some parasitic and fungal CNS infections are becoming increasingly more prevalent and clinically relevant due to the increasing number of immunocompromised people. Case fatality rates of these infections, which are difficult to diagnose and to treat, are high. This article provides an overview of a subjective selection of parasitic and fungal infections of the CNS relevant to clinical practice in Germany and presents the diagnostic and therapeutic options.